
OPEN SYNOD GROUP 
 

GIFT AID 
 

You can make your subscription or       
donation effective by using Gift Aid.  Th is 
simple declaration from you will enable us 
to add £3.75  to the full subscription and 
£1.25 to co ncessions with the new rates 
for Gift Aid.. 
 
I co nfirm that I  a m a UK  Tax Pay er    
resident in the U.K. for tax purposes and 
I  understand that I must pay an amount 
of Income Tax or Capital Gains Tax in any 
relevant year equal to any tax reclaimed 
by the Open Synod Group in that period. 
 
 
S igned………………………………………………………
….. 
 
Date……………………………………………………………
…. 
 
Please return your cheque to the     
Treasurer with your cheque made payable 
to t he O pen Syn od G roup o r r equest a  
Bankers Order form. 
 
On receipt we w ill send y ou a  S tanding     
Order for m for  y our use i n m aking a       
subscription on a periodic basis. 
 
 
We look forward to welcoming you as one 
of our members. 
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We offer you a warm invitation to join the  
 

OPEN SYNOD GROUP 
 

We hold briefing meetings before each  
session of General Synod 

 
We publish a Newsletter 

 
We encourage participation in synodical 

government at all levels 
 

We hold social events 
 

We arrange the occasional conference 
 
 

Website 
Now revised and updated 

 
Http://www:opensynodgroup.org.uk 

 
 

OSG Charity no 297315 

 

 



OPEN SYNOD GROUP 
 

Statement of Faith 
Based on the five marks of mission 

 
1 We proclaim a  faith in  J esus a s Lord.  This 
faith is both firmly rooted in the Bible and open 
to ne w i nsights a nd unde rstandings.  W e ho ld 
fast to  our inheritance o f faith, convinced tha t 
tradition d evelops un der the guidance o f the  
Holy Spirit. 
 
2 We believe that the Gospel of Jesus Christ is 
for the  who le of l ife.  It equips us  for mission 
and witness, a nd strengthens u s t o con front 
evil. 
 
3 We rejoice at the goodness of God’s creation 
but a re s addened a nd ashamed a t i njustice, 
violence and p ollution.  W e are c ommittee t o 
working for economic, social and political        
solutions. 
 
4 We long for the unity of all Christians. We are 
grateful for progress already made; we        
welcome new in itiatives; we commit ourselves 
to working ecumenically. 
 
5 We believe that the gifts of men and women 
should b e ful ly a ffirmed and equally us ed, i n 
the church and in the world. 
 
6 We value and rejoice in Anglican diversity; we 
believe that the Church is enriched by both         
tolerance and tension between our different       
traditions. 
 
7 W e a ffirm o ur ho pe in the  fu ture, l iving out 
our faith in a positive spirit which is both liberal 
and critical.  We seek to overcome inertia,   
apathy a nd bigotry in t he ch urch a nd in t he 
world. W e l ook for t he c oming o f God’s       
kingdom. 

 
OPEN SYNOD GROUP 

 
Application for membership 

 
Please return this completed form to the 

Treasurer 
 

  NAME……………………………………………………………. 
 
     ………………………………………………………………… 
 
  ADDRESS……………………………………………………… 
 
   …………………………………………………………… 
 
    ……………………………………………………………. 
 
   General Synod number and Diocese 
   if applicable.  We welcome members from 
   all parts of the Christian Church, you do 
   not have to be on General Synod! 
 
     ……………………………………………………………… 
 
 
  Telephone……………………………………………………. 
 
  Fax…………………………………………………………………. 
 
  Email………………………………………………………………. 
 
  I enclose a cheque payable to the Open 
   Synod Group.  Please tick as appropriate: 
 
    £15 pa waged…………………………………………… 
    £5 pa unwaged………………………………………… 
 
 Please tick i f you wish us to send a Bankers 

Order form with your receipt… ? 

Reflections on the Open Synod 
Group 

From an article in the current 
Newsletter 

 
I went to my first OSG meeting encouraged 
by Carole Cull and Anna Thomas Be tts but 
I’d heard of it before my ar rival at  Synod 
and even been to a  local meeting when I 
was a curate!  
 
It seemed to  m e that I  wa s f inding a 
‘home’ - I  h ad been i nfuriated b y t he      
divisions within the Church of England from 
the moment I became aware of them - and 
someone who grows up in a  ‘high’ Church 
and wa nts to  g o to  Gu ide C hurch P arade 
that’s held regularly in a ‘low’ church learns 
them quite young!! I’d also stood for Synod 
partly as a  r esult of the s ense th at the    
increasing ‘party’ nature of our church was 
going t o m ake i t in to somewhere I d idn’t 
want to minister before I retired -  
 
The Revd. Sue Booys 
  
We a re no t he re o nly for Ge neral Syno d 
members but fo r a ll who are l ooking fo r a 
base from which to have their thoughts         
expressed w ithout fea r o r fa vour a nd t o  
listen to a ll po ints of view. W e we lcome 
those f rom each of  t he c hurchmanship 
groups o r f rom no ne.  The church ne eds 
YOU to be there, open to the prompting of 
the Holy Spirit and     
willing to s ail i n often   
uncharted waters.    
 
  

 


